SOVIET UNDERSTANDING
possible rational goal for the present age. The doubtful
factor lies merely in the fact that the fundamental
movement may be swift or slow. It is for this reason
that I see a perpetual source of exceedingly healthy
conflict in the Soviet Union.  The direction in which
society shall move cannot possibly be disputed.  Tbe
end is Communism, and any departure from this goal
will be stamped out like black magic, and rightly. I
have no objection to seeing thousands of summary
executions of people who desire to put the clock back
by a return to capitalist conditions, which, by their
very existence, must retard the basic movement. I am
perfectly confident that almost all Russians agree with
me here.   On the other hand, the conflict which
undoubtedly exists in the Soviet Union, and which will
continue to exist for ever, concerns only the pace of
movement. Faster movement involves, for economic
reasons,  less   labour   devoted   to   immediate   con-
sumption, and more to the production of capital goods
for the future.  Slower movement simply means the
converse  of this proposition.   Some  people  will
always demand faster, some slower movement. In this
alone wiE lie the conflicts of ideas in the Soviet
intellectual arena.   The recent Trotskyist disputes
arose originally merely as conflicts of this kind. The
dement of treason arose only after these disputes had
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